
 

 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT BOARD 

100 N Park, Rm 218 

Helena MT 59620 

 

Board Legislative Committee Minutes 

Tuesday, January 11, 2011 

10:30 am 

 

Committee Members (present via telephone):   

Dianna Porter, Chair 

 John Nielsen - absent 

 Terrence Smith  

 

Other Board Members (present via telephone): 

 Scott Moore 

  

Staff: Roxanne Minnehan 

Melanie Symons 

Barbara Quinn 

Patricia Davis 

Mike O’Connor 

Jenny Weigand 

Flora Sebens 

  

I.  Roll Call 

 

II. Public/Member Comment – No public comment.  

 

III. Approval of Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

The minutes of the Board Legislative Committee meeting of January 4, 2011 were 

presented.  Corrections to the minutes were noted by Chairwoman Porter. 

 

Motion:  Mr. Terry Smith moved to approve the minutes of the January 4, 2011 

Board Legislative Committee meeting with corrections. 

 

Second:  Ms. Dianna Porter 

 

Vote:  2/0 

 

IV. PERB Legislation 

 

Meetings with Leadership Updates 

Ms. Minnehan noted that she, Mr. Mike O’Connor and Ms. Melanie Symons have 

been actively trying to meet with Legislative leadership.  They have met with 

Speaker Milburn and Senator Carol Williams and they have a tentative meeting 

with Representative John Sesso this afternoon, although this meeting might have 
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to be rescheduled due to the fact that he is going to be in the Floor Session and 

Appropriations Committee Meetings all afternoon.  They also have a meeting 

scheduled with President Peterson and Senator Lewis at 4:15 p.m. today.  Ms. 

Minnehan indicated she was able to provide some background information to the 

House State Administration on Monday morning and the Senate State 

Administration on Monday afternoon.  She noted that she did not receive a lot of 

questions.  Ms. Minnehan indicated that most of the MPERA bills are going to be 

heard immediately. 

 

Director Ewer contacted Ms. Minnehan and asked what would have happened if 

we had not increased the GABA from 1.5% to 3%.  Ms. Minnehan forwarded that 

question to the actuary and he performed a study that found that if we had not 

increased the GABA to 3% our amortization period would be 23.4 years and we 

would be 89.2% funded.   

 

Chairwoman Porter asked if all of the sponsors were fine with the bills that have 

been presented and Ms. Minnehan responded that Representative Carolyn Squires 

might have some concerns due to the fact that the counties do not like the 1% 

increase in employer contributions.  Although Representative Squires knows why 

we need to make this increase, we might still receive some opposition.  Ms. 

Minnehan is aware that MACo (Montana Association of Counties) has already 

spoken with Representative Squires to voice their concern over the increase.  Staff 

is trying to meet with the MACO lobbyist and let them know the Board’s position 

on this matter.  Mr. O’Connor has already spoken with the lobbyist for the Game 

Wardens, Representative Gollie, where he tried to point out that while the 

stakeholders may not like the 1% increase, this is better than what they might end 

up with.  There are three to four different drafts of bills being presented that want 

to group everyone into a DC Plan, including police and fire.  Mr. O’Connor asked 

them not to oppose our funding bill.  Ms. Minnehan indicated that she is also 

going to contact the Department Of Correction’s attorney to discuss our funding 

bill because the Correction Officers are the largest portion of the membership in 

the Game Wardens and Peace Officer’s System. 

 

Board members Terry Smith and Scott Moore left the meeting at 10:55 a.m. 

 

A. HB 70 (LC0160) – General Revisions Bill – Rep. Mike Menahan 

This bill is scheduled to be heard Friday, January 14
th

 before the House State 

Administration Committee. 

 

B. HB 119 (LC0161) – VFCA Revision Bill – Rep. Gordon Hendrick 

This bill is scheduled to be heard Friday, January 14
th

 before the House State 

Administration Committee. 

 

C. HB 85 (LC0162) – Working Retiree Bill – PERS, SRS, FURS – Rep. Franke Wilmer 

This bill is scheduled to be heard Friday, January 14
th

 before the House State 

Administration Committee. 

 

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/billhtml/HB0070.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/billhtml/HB0119.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/billhtml/HB0085.htm
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D. HB 122 (LC0407) – PERS Funding Bill – Rep. Sue Malek 

This bill has been referred to House State Administration; however, it hasn’t 

been scheduled yet because the fiscal note it hasn’t been released by the Budget 

Office yet for the sponsor to sign off on.   

 

E. HB 134 (LC0405) – GWPORS Funding Bill – Rep. Carolyn Squires 

This bill is scheduled to be heard Monday, January 17
th

 before the House State 

Administration Committee. 

 

F. HB 135 (LC0406) – SRS Funding Bill – Rep. Carolyn Squires 

This bill is scheduled to be heard Monday, January 17
th

 before the House State 

Administration Committee. 

 

G. SB 120 (LC0449) – Publishing of Appointed Members to all State Agency 

Boards – Rep. John Brenden 

Ms. Minnehan explained that this bill is an act requiring that certain information 

about members of state agency boards, committees, commissions, and advisory 

councils be provided in official reports, publications and websites.  The act 

requires publication of terms, effective dates, and expiration dates, as well as 

contact information.  Some of that information is already included in agency 

reports, but we don’t publish personal contact information.  This bill has been 

referred to State Administration for hearing.  Chairwoman Porter asked that Ms. 

Minnehan bring this up as an item for discussion at the Board meeting on 

Thursday. 

 

H. SB 150 (LC0608) – Provide for protection of rights through actions against 

public officials – Representative Art Wittich  

Ms. Symons mentioned that the purpose of this particular bill is so that anytime a 

public employee, including Board members, are sued by the public for allegedly 

violating someone’s rights that the public employee will not be covered by risk 

management and tort defense and will have to defend themselves at their own 

cost.  Ms. Symons felt that it was something the Board should take a position on 

because due to the large amount of exposure that the Board receives it will more 

than likely be the Board and management team that will get sued in these cases.   

 

V. Constitutional Amendment – Rep. Brian Hoven – HB 197 (LC1361) 

This bill has been assigned to the House State Administration Committee.  It will be 

closely monitored for when it is scheduled.  Member Terry Smith asked Ms. 

Minnehan if she had spoken with Representative Hoven individually and Ms. 

Minnehan explained that she has not spoken with him yet, but Representative 

Reichner was going to try to get them a meeting with Representative Hoven.  Ms. 

Symons suggested that since HB197 has already been assigned to a committee that 

someone should contact Representative Reichner to let him know so that we can 

meet with him prior to a hearing being scheduled for this bill.  Ms. Minnehan 

agreed to contact Representative Reichner. 

 

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/billhtml/HB0122.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/billhtml/HB0134.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/billhtml/HB0135.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/billhtml/SB0120.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/billhtml/SB0150.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/billhtml/HB0197.htm
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White Paper – Ms. Symons reported that all of the research is done for the white 

paper project, but it has not been drafted yet. 

 

VI. Other Retirement Legislation 

 

VII. Other Related Legislation 

Mr. O’Connor reported that since the last meeting there has been another bill 

drafted about volunteer firemen.  It appears the bill is suggesting increasing the 

benefits that the volunteer firemen’s compensation act gives people with 20 years 

of retirement.  Mr. O’Connor is going to try and meet with the sponsor, Duane 

Ankney, to see if he can get more details as to what this bill consists of and the 

reason for the bill.  Mr. O’Connor informed everyone that the total numbers of 

retirement bills are 56 as of today. 

 

Update on Plan of Action (referring to page four in the December 28, 2010 

minutes):  

 

 Ms. Symons will continue to prepare a white paper on contract rights. 

 Mr. Twardoski has contacted AFSCME National to find out what legal research 

has been done in terms of contract rights.  Gathering the information will take 

time and Mr. Twardoski will pass along any information he receives.  

 Jenny Weigand and Ralph Pomnichowski will prepare a news article explaining 

the pitfalls of the constitutional amendment once Ms. Symons has completed her 

white paper.  The white paper will give them direction on the Board’s position.   

 Ms. Porter contacted Rep. Sesso by email to alert him to the proposed 

constitutional amendment; she has not received a response.  Ms. Porter would like 

MPERA’s lobbyists to try and make contact with Rep. Sesso to reinforce the 

Board’s position on this legislation. 

 MPERA’s lobbyists will continue to try to talk with leadership in both parties 

beginning next week, to let them know how dissatisfied the Board is with the 

constitutional amendment referendum.   

 

VIII. Meeting was adjourned at 11:05 am by Ms. Dianna Porter, Chair. 

 

 

 

 


